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Hon, Herbert R. Q*Conor 

Governor of K^rylond 

X'- to Houee, Ann® olie, 

Sirs we h??ve the honor to present to you the Twenty-fifth Annual 

Re, ort of the Karv end Strte Sonrd of Motion Picture Censors, pursuant 

to the provisions of Section 9, Chapter 390, of the Aete of 1922. 

The Motion Picture Board of the St te vafeee the following re.ort 

of ite work for the fiscal year beginning Oetober 1, 1940, and ending 

Septenher 30, 1941, 

Uurlng the flscnl ye«r two thousand two hundred eighty-three 

(2,283) notion picture films were reviewed, comprising el* hundred 

thirty-one (831) feature films, (four of which were rejected "In toto1*) 

the balance being newsreels, shorts, cartoons, etc. There were four 

hundred forty-five (445) eliminations made on statutory grounds In 

two hundred three (203) prints, one film, %erry fives,* was 

ordered cut to such an extent that the weight of the eliminations 

amounted t© a virtual condemnation of the film, fhe sponsors of the 

picture did not the decision of the Bo<-rd to the Courts. 

The four pictures rejected (In toto) irere as followsi 

A total of seventy-four (74) foreign subjects re re reviewed, by 

the Board, numerically listed as follows* 

llile ^aLllo^nt 

Jewel Productions, Tne. 
?. ?. Vlliters 

H- ry C. Hensons, 

Polish Amerlcrn Film Corp. 

University Film iteductlons, Inc 
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28 British 
18 Polish 
12 Xlddleh 

? ftussifin 

4 French 
3 I t ?ill an 
1 Viennese 
1 Czech 

In the censor eh Ip of foreign language films, the Foreign l. ngu* e 

Committee, which acta in an advisory capacity to the Board, h»* been 

of invaluable assistance. The Foreign Language Gobi It tee *9 co osed 

of wore than twenty persons who are outstanding In the State of Maryland 

for their kne ledge of the language and custome of foreign countries, 

and are able to give a high grade of Intelligent advice In the Board’s 

work of censoring foreign language films. * 

Work of the Board 

Four hundred forty-five (445) eliminations of scenes, subtitles 

or dialogue, were made in the pictures reviewed. The eliminations 

ordered by the Board were made on statutory grounds. The foregoing 

statement of the past ye r, showing the number of eliminations and 

the number of rejected pictures, by no mean® adequately covers this 

phase of our work. During the course of the year many conferences 

were held with applicants for licensing end, wherever possible, 

constructive suggestions were made for the revision of pictures in 

order to avoid conflict with the E^ryland Statute. This work Is 

Important to the producing companies, to the exhibitors and to the 

public, and cannot be fairly me- ured by any statistical record. 

Frequently the Board’s suggest! ns have resulted in the revision of 

the picture by the applicant or the producing comoan!es. ^or are 

the number of deletions shown In this fisoal year’s record a true 

measure of the protection which the public received 1 r- > t.,e Bo arc*, 

for, unrueetlonsbly, the producing companies (both the Hays' 

organisation end the Independents) have become so familiar with the . 

State M>tlon Flcture laws and regulations *md with our procedure In 

1 
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•dalnleterlng ssta®, thg t wipQr •®#ne® ®bA dl®Xogu®af which are knoiro 

to be offensive, under our etstute, are ell®in*ted before submission 

for review. 

The Bosrd now requires that all dialogue ®uat be submitted at the 

time the explication for license is made to the Board, Thlerul® 

rigidly enforced has been found most advantageous, especially In Its 

relationship to foreign flliae. 

All of the review work Is carried on dally at the Board*e offices, 

211 North Galvert Street, In Baltimore, The two projectionists 

employed by the Board are constantly on duty and, as s rule, each 

fi’* that is presented is reviewed by two members of the Board. 

Pictures containing controversial matters re rescreensd several times 

before all members of the Board, and after careful study action Is 

taken, either licensing the picture as presented, or directing that 

eliraln tl ns be made, or rejecting the :-lcture Mn toto. * The 

applicant then receives notice of the action of the Board and where 

eliminations are made or a rejection 1g ordered, statutory ons 

for such action are given in writing. In the event the applicant is 

dissatisfied he (or his representative) may, through appeal, re uest 

the entire Board to again sit In review on the pi lure. After such 

review and after hearing the arguments of the applicant or hie 

re.resentctlve and giving due oonslderation, the Board announces Its 

final decision. Should the decision be unfavorable to the eppliesat, 

he still has his remedy In the courts. 

Seven thousand three hundred thirty-eight (7,338) original reels 

were reviewed by the Mar land Board during the peat year, with a 

footage of 6,100,518 feet, which, if Joined together would measure 

more than one thousand on® hundred seventy and one half (1,170.5)wiles 
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of film sotufllly pRettlng through our projection © chines In the 

process of screening these fllws. In connection with such review 

work, the dleXopu* must he read carefully, consultetInns hsd, 

and deoielcns »*de. A file le ktn>t on e-ch picture. Ineluding the 

application, dialogue end action taken, as well as a record of the 

lleenaes issued, together with the correspondence. 

Receipts and Plshuraessente 

Tne total receipts of the Board during the past fiscal year were 

156,877.00 mb eoiapared with |&3,1»>.00 for the creesdlng year, an 

incre^fie of 12,697.00* The expenditures of the Board wars |30,!47.18* 

The net revenue to the State, after deducting the cost of operation, 

was $26,529.82. during the three year period (1939-1940-1941) in which 

your present Board has been In operation, the following figures show * 

e total Increase in revenue to the Stats of $7,218.00 

Receipts 

October 1, 1938 - 
eptember 30, 1939 f 50,180.00 $ 1,521.00 Sxoess over 1937-1938 

October 1, 1939 - 
September 30, 1940 83,180.00 3,000;00 Excess over 1938-1939 
October 1, 1940 - 
September 30, 1941 55,877.00 2.697.00 Excess over 1939-1940 

| 7,218.00 Total Increase In 
Receipts for three year period 1938-1941. 

Original films and reissues are charged for at the rate of $2.00 per 

thousand feet or less, Aupllc to films st $1.00 per thousand feet or 

less. All approvale of duplicates must be applied for by the a«i»e 

person within the year after the examination and approval of the 

original. A c&argc of fl.00 Is made for restoring ft seal of approval 

on a censored film. 

Attention Is respectfully called to the financial statement 

appended to this report which shows the financial growth of this 
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St«te Separtsaent *nd the inerearlng amount reverting to the State 

Treasury each year since 1920. In this period a total net revenue of 

f230,844,32 reverted to the State Treasury. 

Introduction .of bundles (Ju&e soxeg) Into ,11 

The letter part of the year saw the entrance of "Soundlee* 

(Juke Boxes) into Maryland. On the insertion of a dlise, these boxes, 

carrying # unit of * 16 *s.». film, furnish eight individual subjects 

of entertainment, of three minutes each. In anticipation of these 

Soundee, th® Maryland Motion Picture Law was amended at the last 

Legislature to establish a p*rti©ulnr rate for all films, less than 

35 sum. at a censorship fee based on $4.00 per thousand feet or fraction 

thereof on originale and $2.00 per thousand feat or fraction thereof 

on duplicate rtnte. further, in anticipation of a large volume of 

work by the 'Board Incident to this particular work, an additional 

inspector eras author!ted by the Oovemor to care for the emergency. 

To date, although quite a number of these machines and their equiiment 

have b&m In the course of manufacture, it i# apparent th«t in a 

large we«r-ure, because of the r situation, the release to the 

market has been held up. The effect in Maryland has bean an aggregate 

of some thirty boxes, allocated to the City of Baltimore and to 

several of the counties. Howevor, trade re orte locally are that 

allocations will Inere f® ■oderately, despite general trade re >rt8. 

Because of the shortage of raa tori ale for Srtionul Defense, the aenufacture 

of the Juke boxes will be discontinued at this Use, therefore, any 

prognostication as to the extent of the usage le problematical, 

depending entirely itpon the exigencies of the mr situation, 

gensorshlp .of 1.1 

Some thirty units of original, together with a number of duplicate 

films, have been presented to the Board, vuite a few deletions were 



ordered efter review beo.u.e of boldn... ,na euggeetlvene.e. However 

in file, there hoe be.o , le,rov.„„,. (KllnK to .ho. 

thet the Ml. producer, are ende.vorlne to fully cooperate with the 

oeneorshlp r«oiilresj«fit*. 

Aveng the chief oonc.m. of o.necre -re erle. MX., which ouet 

be dc lt With In their verlou. ph,«e». Crime U, eo larecly 

petronlred by youth, run for period, of fro. twelve to fifteen week. 

In "neighborhood* houe„, end thereby fo«. the attention of lecture 

ntnda on exploit. 0f erl-e end daring. Tt 1. » c-ucttlon whether 

cyelee of euch film, have not a detri.ental end le.tlng effect u on 

the eofel attltBdee of children. Many admirable eduoatlon.1 film, 

of the «me length .re now nvellabl. m the- tree frequented by youth 

for ohlldrwn'a ; rogre.. on Friday. M,d Saturday,. It 1, raggeat.a 

by thl. Board that org.nU.tlcn. mtere.t.d In better motion picture, 

for children .d-.oct, the u.e of better ..term for euoh progr..., 

Appeal, have been *d, to thU Board to deal with the etoeealv. .mount, 

of drinking ahom m film.. The chief complaint l„ that euch .cenee 

»» generally .horn In . faroreble 11,-ht and that the evil, of 

drinking ere rarely depleted on the screen. A?n1n, the Soerd he, 

been appealed to by those affenele, Intere.ted In public safety who 

nek that the Boer* take ,tep, to reduce .cones showing crel... ' 

handling of automobile, end traffic violations. It l. noted 

thst such incidents are tr -ted lightly and rerely condemned, rn. 

Board believe, that the gr unde of complslnt In both case, SPe not 

without found-tlon. A sum-ry of the analysts chart, which the 

roars wkes on each feature picture .hows th t ell of these factors In 

Pictures that are screened ere carefully checked, special attention 

being given, In addition to the moral content, to exec.e drinking, 

exploitation of crime, isnd. cruelty to ftnire«ls. 



The Boerd hag for the pest six months been working untiringly to 

secure suitable hendcusrters in the interests of safety snd which will 

not only tnlre e re of this situation, but will proride suffloient 

floor space for the inerroelng work of the Bosrd. 

Inapegtlon m^ff 

fhls ^.eprrtwent oonsi?te of five persons who are required to 

visit the motion picture theetres throughout the Strte for the purpose 

of checking the requirements of the Motion Fioture Lew. There are 

over two hundred twenty-five theatres in the State of Meryland* Our 

Ins eotion Department checks daily all irregularities or violations 

of the law and, as a result of their splendid work and constant 

vigilance, sorlous violations have bean reduced. 

Itiae rgnt or .mobile Aerators 

Three mobile tent shows, flying fro® Florida to this section, 

were detected in displaying uncensored 35 ».«. films in conjunction 

with vaudeville entertainment. All filas owned and carried by theu 

were inspected and ordered in for censorship. These Itinerants 

usually set up their tents in remote parts of the counties, not 

sdjooent to established notion picture houses. 

niffigJMnted to Occnpionnla in bounties 

It 1 believed that close Inspection by the Board*s personnel 

has resulted In a vast Improvement in having such films presented 

for censorship regulations. Spite a few were ordered in by the 

Inspection Department during the current year. 

Industry googcrfitlon 

The Board wishes to tpk© this occasion to express Its appreciation 

for the wholehearted cooperation It has received fro® the theatre 

owners, managrrs, and their projectionists within the State of Maryland, 

snd also fro® the Hew Xork and Washington representatives of the 

Fll® Industry. 
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Personnel 

fh« yr-r 19<1 corked the advent to the Beard ?f en Offielsl 

Reviewer In the person of #1114a® C. \frlght. Thlt f*o»ltlon la 

looKed upon by all State Oeneor Boards as one oi Jor le ortance 

and practically all State Censor Board* have morn than one Reviewer 

to share the important duties which this position entails. 

During the ye r due to the adveneeroent of Kerry J. Hunt to 

the newly created position of Inspector of 16 m.a. Juhe Boxes 

(Smmdies) and Itinerant Movies, an addition to the Inspection St«ff 

was taade in the person of Ose^r MoCJleary* Also hy recson of the 

©ell to service of film Examiner and Measurer, Kelson Brisendlne, 

this vacancy was filled hy the appointment of .^rrls Bmtmsn. 

Following is a statistical summary of the operations of the 

Censor Board. 

Respectfully submitted, 

deor^e R. Mitchell, Ohnirman 

Annie E. Elliott, Vloc-iJhairman 

Marie 1. f,x*«a#;tm;’.n, Secretary 

Deeember 31, 1941 



..Bqtrfl of Motion Flcttirt G«ne©rf T- ble 

, ana PIgbursements. Together with 

ysewnt® ^Rgyertlng ,to th® Sta.t» Yre^Bury far Period 

Oototoftr 1920 * Xataabw 86 f lft|f 

   —.—  
10-1~#0 to ‘0-5?l | 26,488733 

10-l-SX to 9-30-gg 

10-1-22 to 9—30—23 

10-1-23 to 8-30-24 

10-1-24 to 9-70-2S 

10-1-26 to 9—30—26 

10-1-26 to 9—50—27 

10-1-27 to 9-30-28 

10-1-28 to 9-30-29 

10-1-29 to 9—30—30 

10-1-30 to 9-30-31 

10-1-31 to 9—30—32 

10-1-32 to 9-30—33 

10-1-33 to 9-30-34 

10-1-34 to 9-^-36 

10-1-36 to 9-30-38 

10-1-36 to 9-30-37 

10-1-37 to 9-30-38 

10-1-38 to 9-.30-39 

10-1-39 to 9—30—40 

10-1-40 to 8-30—41 

26,866.90 

27,069.51 

26,338.60 

29,249*50 

30,207.92 

32.498.56 

38.166.57 

44,488.27 

38,984.98 

36,248.85 

36,637.44 

38,162.34 

36.583.00 

39.463.00 

44.073.00 

49.293.00 

48.859.00 

50.180.00 

63.180.00 

#803,639.66 

# 19,025.26 

19,842.12 

19,892.93 

20,730.44 

22,207.24 

22,662.82 

24,883. ai 

27,734.69 

32.937.76 

31,718.28 

31,816.79 

32,158.81 

84,207.03 

27,174,49 

27.677.76 

28,927.98 

28,865.10 

30,197.34 

30,302.9* 

29,598.72 

1572,800.34 

Aat.Hgyrtlng ta ffgA ear 
I 7,468.07 

7.024.78 

7,166.58 

6,008.06 

7,042.26 

7,546.10 

7.614.78 

10,430.88 

11,548.51 

7,236.72 

3,429.06 

3,478.63 

944.41 

9,-388.81 

11,888.34 

16,145.02 

20,437.90 

18,481.66 

1*,877.08 

23,581.28 

#230,844.32 



3‘ruEJB owsors 

QQtoter 1, 1940 - - Stoptorabrr &>$ 1641 

mmAKd STATS BOAR© °L!25£2* 
flMUlOlAL STAfUitelwT 

1940 
Oetobtr 

Sovesber 

D«oe*b®r 

Xctax* fibA ^ ^ 'v ,. ■"g; 
Mputli original iAiplloate 

Substitute 
Seal* Reeelpte 

i^ry 

februry 

Ar.roh 

April 

Way 

June 

July 

AUgUSt 

September 

739 

512 

607 

631 

4© 3 

786 

456 

646 

681 

833 

645 

711 

3,773 

3,538 

3,847 

3,885 

3,075 

3,936 

3,232 

3,411 

4,326 

3,632 

8,821 

3,812 

10# 

102 

102 

147 

©5 

124 

#0 

99 

7,338 43,667 

96 

126 

146 

1,360 

| 4,874.00 

 ISEaSS 

4.342.00 
mz^o. 

4.394.00 

10^^ 

4.870.00 

147.00- 

3.826.00 

95.00 

4.928.00 
124.00 

3.813.00 
90.00 

4.321.00 
99.00 

6.277.00 
103^00 

4.606.00 

4.646.00 

,, 

4.950.00 
14S*00 

Total 

| 4,983.00 

4.444.00 

4.496.00 

4.617.00 

3.921.00 

6.062.00 

3.903.00 

4.420.00 

8.400.00 

4.802.00 

4.771.00 

5.089^00 

# 65,877.00 



Board teetsbera 
Othf-r Employ tag 

Light| last, Powr and feter 
Trtvallng 
OoES'-unl a - tlon 
Printing, oth#r thm Office fiuppllee 
Contractual, Film Sealg 
Office Sttppllee 
Motion Picture Machine supoliee 
Office Equipment 
Motion Picture Ecutpment 
Rent 
Insurance 

liARfLABB STATE &c AHB Of MOTION MGTURg OSSSORS 

For the fiscal Xear Ended September 30, 1941 

Original Reel# . . 38 Ml (6,118,' 78 feet). . # 13,732.00 
Including 83 trailers, 14,393 feet 1106.00) 

Original Reels . • 16 Hi ( 46,869 feet) 284.06 

" " . . 16 MM, Reversible 18,372 ft. 68.00 6 14,104.00 

Duplicate * . . 38 m ( 36,841,111 feet) # 40,363,00 

» ** . . 16 Ml ( 3,196 feet) 10.00 

* * . . 16 MM, Reversible 16,693 ft 40.00 40,413.00 

isle of Substitute Seels (1,360) .    i m 

Deposited to credit of state Treasurer . 

JBBD r AvC- UMf (P%ii ;oi*>TiCHJj -H) 
AppTOprifttionTlidl) 630,688.80 
Refund (Oemmmlemtlon, Stem 

208) 4.28 
* (Sale of Seals, Item 

208) 6.11 
Lass Reversion to Reserve Fund 

General Fund Disbursement 

30,864.8® 

 m*M 30,347.18 

6 30,347.18 



15,599 81,008 42,741,818 15,899 



fumum Siam imm or novum nmnom 

iattTSAttCM'1 

OCTOBER a, 1940 - - •trTs.var.fi 3®, 1941 

Oetober 

•©▼•Biber 

Jsnu^ry 

F«»bru«ry 

•arch 

April 

iirtmem 

grteUizl.. 

SoiMdlm* 

July 

August 

September 

17 

11 

8 

17 

15 

12 

10 

19 

12 

14 

22 

7 

0 

1 

3 

0 

2 

0 

0 

2 

0 

B 

0 

2 

He^s 

16 

0 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Cartoons Advertising 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

164 12 0 



Tot«l misnber of fll»# fjiisly®#dl - 593 


